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for friendship, and unfitted for generous relations; for,
however liberal a giver may be, he is not generous, if he
bargains always to occupy the superior side of the relation,
and looks down on the inferior whom he has made so
by his own act. To the reciprocity of affection it is
essential that an exchange of positions should be always
welcome; and that the common love should cover with an
equal charm the passive and the active part, the humility of
dependence and the joy of succour. The sullen receiver
is at least as heartless as the grudging giver.

When the moral equilibrium between myself and another
is disturbed in just the opposite direction, and instead of
his emerging into merits towards me, I sink myself into
demerits towards him, there arises in me an impulse, the
counterpart of gratitude, the desire of reparation. It ad-
dresses itself not, like repentance, to the moral guilt in-
curred, but to the harm done, and especially to the affection
which has been hurt Till this wound has been healed,
and its wrong undone, not only am I upbraided by the
outward witnesses of my sin, but know that I have violated
the conditions of personal and social peace; and whatever
sacrifice is needed from me to -reinstate these must be
freely offered, as the first pledge of a sincere penitence.
As in the case of gratitude its genuineness was tested by
its ability patiently to bear its inferior position, .so, in the
case of the desire of reparation^ the test is found m the
inability to bear it. the wrong must not stay upon the field
a needless hour: the word of confession must be spoken at
once. not a plea must I hint in excuse, but take on me all
my reproach, and spare neither toil nor goods that may
rebuild the ruined temple of Faith, and open it once more
for a true homage. Unless the loss of reciprocal trust is
intolerable to me, and I make haste to repair it at any cost,
I cannot even begin the hope of moral restoration.

From the foregoing exposit^n it will be easily seen, that
gratitude^ as a spring of action, is subject to the same ap-
provals and the same restrictions as generosity; of which.